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DODDRIDGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

NETWORK and INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

Please read this document carefully before signing.

Doddridge County High School supports instruction through the use of educational and administrative computers, school licensed software and other media, as well as networks and servers.  DCHS also provides Internet access through an electronic network.  Our goal in providing these services is to promote educational excellence in the school facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication.

For those not familiar with the term, the Internet is an ‘electronic highway’ connecting millions of computers all over the world, and millions of individual users.  Access to the Internet will enable students to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and bulletin boards while exchanging messages with users throughout the globe.

With access to computers and people from around the world also comes the availability of material that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  On a global network such as the Internet, it is impossible to control all materials and an industrious user may discover controversial information, either by accident or deliberately.  We firmly believe, however, that the benefits to students from on-line access far outweigh the possibility that users may procure material that is not consistent with our educational goals.

Following are guidelines provided to establish the responsibilities of anyone using DCHS computers, media, computer networks, and the Internet.  If a user violates any provisions stated in all existing federal, state (Policy 2460), local board, and school laws, regulations, and policies, his or her privileges will be terminated and future use could be denied in accord with these laws and policies.

To gain access to the Internet, all students must obtain parental permission.  All terms and conditions as stated in this document are applicable to any DCHS network.  Violation of any of the mentioned rules and responsibilities will result in a loss of access and may result in other disciplinary or legal actions.

Network and Internet Terms and Conditions

1) The network and Internet is provided for students to use in support of education and to be consistent with the educational objectives of West Virginia Board of Education. Access to network services is given to students who agree to act in a considerate and responsible manner.  Access is a privilege - not a right.  That access entails responsibility.  Inappropriate use will result in a suspension or cancellation of network/Internet privileges.  

2) Physical or electronic tampering with computer resources is not permitted.  Damaging computers, computer systems, or computer networks intentionally will result in cancellation of all computer access privileges.  Do not create, download, or share computer viruses.

3) Users are not permitted to transmit, receive, submit, or publish any defamatory, inaccurate, abusive, obscene, profane, sexually oriented, threatening, offensive, or illegal material.

4) Users are not permitted to enter ‘chat room’ or ‘instant messages’ without direct supervision of a teacher.

5) Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves many users.  If you feel you can identify a security problem in the school’s computers, network, or Internet connection, you must notify a system administrator.  Do not demonstrate the problem to others.  Using someone else’s password or trespassing in another’s folders, works, or files without written permission is prohibited.  Attempts to log on to the network or Internet in a manner not assigned will result in loss of all computer use.

6) Email will be available for educational purposes.

7) Any form of communication and information produced or utilized through the computer is regarded as school property. People who operate the system may review files and messages to maintain system integrity and insure that users are using the system responsibly.  Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities will be reported to the authorities.

8) Users must respect all copyright laws that protect software owners, artists and writers.  Plagiarism is illegal and will not be tolerated.

9) Users are not permitted to reveal personal addresses, phone numbers, credit card numbers, bank account numbers or any other financial information about themselves or others.

10) Users are not permitted to use the computing resources for commercial purposes, product advertising, political lobbying, or political campaigning.

11) Users are expected to abide by accepted rules of network etiquette and conduct themselves in a responsible, ethical, and polite manner. 

12) The school’s web page will adhere to the WVDE State Policy 2460.  Every effort will be made to provide suitable links relating to the county and school curriculum.

Any violations will result in a loss of computer access, as well as other disciplinary or legal action.  Users are considered subject to all local, state, and federal laws.

User Agreement and Parent Permission Form

After reading the DCHS Use Rules and Responsibilities, please complete this form to indicate that you agree with the terms and conditions outlined.  The signatures of both the student and parent/guardian are mandatory before Internet access may be granted.

STUDENT SECTION
I have read the DCHS Use Rules and Responsibilities concerning all computer usage.  I agree to follow the rules contained in this Policy.  I understand that if I violate the rules my privileges can be terminated and I may face other disciplinary and/or legal measures.  

User Name (please print)________________________Grade______ID#_________

User’s Signature:____________________________________Date:_____________

PARENT SECTION
As the parent or legal guardian of the student signing above, I have read this Network and Internet Acceptable Use Policy (pages 1-3) and grant permission for my son or daughter to access the Internet.  I understand that the school’s computing resources are designed for educational purposes.  I also understand that it is impossible for Doddridge County High School to restrict access to all controversial materials and I will not hold the teacher, school, or county board of education responsible for materials acquired on the network.  I understand that individuals and families may be held liable for violations.  I hereby give my permission for my child to access the Internet and certify that the information contained on this form is correct.

Parent/Guardian Name (print)____________________________________________

Signature:____________________________________________Date:_____________  

Sample Discipline Letter

DODDRIDGE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

DISCIPLINE LETTER

Dear Mr./Ms.________________________

This letter is to inform you that your son/daughter has been caught violating Doddridge County High School Network and Internet Acceptable Use Policy.  As you may remember, you and your child read and signed an Acceptable Use Policy promising to adhere to the rules and regulations regarding network and Internet use.

Your child was found to be abusing the computer system in the following manner.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As a result of this, we are taking the following disciplinary action:

_____ A) *Loss of computer privileges for one week.          _____ C) *Permanent loss of 

                                                                                    computer privileges.

_____ B) *Loss of computer privileges for one month.         _____ D) **Other   

                                                                                     school, county, state consequences.
*Makeup work will be at teachers’ discretion. 

**Please be aware that depending on the severity of the action, your child could be subject to further punishment and even potential legal action if deemed necessary.

If you have any questions, feel free to consult your copy of the AUP, or call us

during the day at 873-2521.  We appreciate your support and understanding in this matter and hope that we can work with you in the future under better circumstances.
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